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WEST MIDLANDS DEVELOPMENT

DEVELOPMENT TECHNIQUES
Burning is the cheapest and most effective means of removing the harsh native
scrub, but before it can be carried out, the
scrub must be knocked down. This is most
readily done by chaining the country with
an anchor chain dragged between two
tractors, or by dragging a cleated roller or
heavy log behind a single tractor.
Most clearing in the West Midlands is
carried out by chaining, though the
method chosen will depend on the country
being cleared and on the resources of the
farmer.
Chaining

A single chaining is sufficient for country which carries no blackboys, but double
chaining or chaining both ways is advisable for blackboys and light scrub. Chaining of heavier material should be carried
out in spring so that drying out occurs
over the summer period before burning.
On short scrub summer rolling is more
effective as the stems are less flexible than
when green and tend to break more
readily. In blackboy country however, it
is better to leave the area for two summers
so that the logs can break down and burn
completely.
In tussock scrub plain country there is
often little growth to knock down and the
area can be ploughed straight in. Ploughing should be carried out in winter and
the area can be root raked or fireharrowed at the end of the following
summer.
Burning
The first step to take in burning is to
put a good firebreak around the area to
be cleared. This ensures that the only
burning done on the block, or in the
district, is that planned by the farmer.
After this country has carried a fire it
may take five to six years before the scrub
has re-grown sufficiently to carry another

fire. This makes the subsequent development of such areas very difficult because
a good clean burn makes ploughing much
easier and more effective.
Burning should take place at the end
of summer. A permit to burn MUST
be obtained from a bush fire control
officer. The Local Authority must be
notified by September 1, or any later date
fixed by the Local Authority, of any burning intended to be done during the season
for clearing or developing land. The actual
burning when carried out must comply
with all other conditions for burning
applying in "restricted times".
A good clearing burn is of utmost
importance to reduce subsequent costs and
enable a straight-forward development
procedure.
The first cultivation

On areas where a clean burn has been
obtained, the initial cultivation is best
done towards the end of winter with a
heavy single disc plough. Ploughing should
be to a depth of 4 to 5 inches, deep enough
to get under the root zone of the native
scrub.
Areas on which a poor burn was obtained,
or which were chained and raked following earlier bushfire damage, should be
ploughed with a tandem disc plough. A
pin-wheel rake can then be used to clean
out roots and sticks.
Fallow

Following a short summer fallow, the
land should again be disc ploughed in the
following autumn and root raked if necessary. The fallow period allows the breakdown of some soil organic matter, and the
build-up of available soil nitrogen. The
fallow and the second cultivation should
ensure both scrub control, and better conditions for crop or pasture establishment.
These benefits will be much greater if the
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first ploughing is done when the soil is
really wet.
Non-fallow

In some cases farmers wish to plant
immediately and omit the fallow period.
In this case, extra cultivation and root
raking will be necessary to assist in the
breakdown of crude organic matter. All
operations must be carried out thoroughly.
Because the time between the first ploughing and planting is considerably reduced,
additional nitrogenous fertiliser will be
required for cropping. Non-fallow may
lead to later planting and lower yields due

to the farmer's inability to effectively carry
out the various operations during autumn.
Poor burns and dry autumn conditions
contribute to this position.
Development beyond the first year should
be planned so that initial plantings are
always on fallow. This can be achieved
by planning on a unit system.
If, for example, it is decided to adopt a
planning unit of 500 acres, an area of 1,000
acres is chained and burned in the first
year. The best 500 acres are selected for
cropping and subsequent operations ensure
that units of 500 acres of fallow are available for future initial plantings.

Ploughing-in scrub at Badgingarra in the West Midlands. The virgin scrub is usually rolled, then burnt before the first
ploughing.
Land for early development should be carefully selected to include large areas of the better soil types.
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